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Nine Stages of Philanthropy

· minimal response: giving because we were asked and only because we were asked

· involvement and interest: you believe in the cause and you want to make it better; it becomes meaningful and purposeful

· as much as possible: a major transformational breakthrough that requires thinking, a budget and priorities

· maximum allowable: the IRS five-year carry-forward provision gave us an opportunity to plan to think creatively about our philanthropy; it meant we could initiate projects.

· beyond the max: we ignored the IRS maximum and began to give what we wanted to give; the second breakthrough, we decided we would no longer let the IRS tell us how much or how little we could give

· percent of wealth: if one no longer measures giving against income or income tax deductibility, logic soon leads to using total wealth as a measure; until we started to measure our giving against our wealth, we did not truly realize how much we could give away and still live very comfortably.

· capping wealth: how wealthy do we want to be? This means setting a limit on your wealth and giving away everything you earn beyond that figure.

· reducing the cap: we are not there yet; whether we will ever have the courage and fortitude and intelligence to lower the cap as we get older we cannot say, but we are comfortable discussing the subject

· bequests: long ago we decided we had transferred enough of our assets to our heirs; accordingly, we are able to leave almost all of our assets to the nonprofit organizations we have selected.

The Stages of Giving, by Kenneth N. Dayton
from “The Stages of Giving,” Independent Sector, 1999

www.minnesotagiving.org/StagesOfGiving.pdf
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